Selections from American and Colonial Journals.
[Jan. Puerperal fever has kept an even pace with the population, and deaths in childbed have diminished, owing, doubtless, to a better acquaintance with the obstetric art. The whole number of deaths from puerperal fever and in childbed, for thirtytwo years, is 1,038; this bearing to the whole number of deaths the ratio of 1 to 115. When we consider the immense number of births which have occurred in this city during the same period, ranging from 2 to 300,000, we shall find that the chances of a fatal result in parturition are small indeed. This result, however, is strikingly at variance with the statement in the Transactions of the Statistical Society of London, viz. 
